
 
AGENDA FOR THE MEETING OF THE  
UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS AT FORT SMITH 
VIA IN PERSON AND VIRTUALLY 
SMITH-PENDERGRAFT CAMPUS CENTER, REYNOLDS ROOM 
FORT SMITH, ARKANSAS 
12:30 P.M., NOVEMBER 15, 2023, AND 8:45 A.M., NOVEMBER 16, 2023 
 

 Chancellor Charles F. Robinson; Provost and 
Executive Vice Chancellor for Academic 
Affairs Terry Martin; Vice Chancellor for 
Student Affairs Jeremy Battjes; Chief of Staff 
Laura Jacobs; Managing Associate General 
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Counsel Bill Kincaid, Associate Vice 
Chancellor for Facilities Scott Turley and 
Deputy Athletic Director Clayton Hamilton. 
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 UAM Representatives: 
 Chancellor Peggy Doss and Vice Chancellor 

for Finance and Administration Alex Becker.  
  
 UAFS Representatives: 
 Chancellor Terisa Riley, Provost and Vice 
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UA – PTC Representatives: 
 Chancellor Summer DeProw and Vice 

Chancellor of Academic Affairs/Provost Ana 
Hunt. 

 
 AAS Representative: 

Director Alec Barker. 
 
CJI Representative: 
Director Cheryl May. 
 
WRI Representative: 
Executive Director and CEO Janet Harris. 
 
UAG Representative: 
Chancellor Lindsay Bridgeman. 
 
Special Guest: 
UAFS SGA President Justin Dang. 
 
Members of the Press. 
 

 
Chairman Harriman called the regular session meeting of the Board of Trustees of the University of 
Arkansas to order at 12:49 p.m. on Wednesday, November 15, 2023, in the Smith-Pendergraft 
Campus Center, Reynolds Room, at the University of Arkansas at Fort Smith via in person and 
virtually. 
 
Upon motion of Trustee Fryar and second by Trustee Cox, Chairman Harriman stated the Board 
would go into Executive Session for the purpose of considering appointments to the UAMS 
Medical and AHEC staffs and the Board of Visitor and Advisory Committees; the approval of 
salaries over line item maximum and nominees for honorary degrees; the granting of emeritus 
status; and the employment, appointment, promotion, demotion, disciplining or resignation of 
public officers or employees for the various campuses of the University of Arkansas System. 
 
1. Executive Session: 
 

Chairman Harriman reconvened the Regular Session of the Board at 2:53 p.m. and called for 
action on the following matters discussed in Executive Session: 
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1.2 Approval of Initial Appointments, Six Month Reviews, Reappointments and Changes in 
Status and Privileges for Medical, Regional and Affiliated Health Professional Staff, 
UAMS: 

 
Trustee Dickey moved that the requests for initial appointments, six-month reviews, 
reappointments and changes in status and privileges be approved; second was made by 
Trustee Eichler. The Board voted to adopt the following resolution: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
ARKANSAS THAT the following Initial Appointments, Six Month Reviews, 
Reappointments and Requests for Changes in Status and Privileges for Medical, Regional 
and Affiliated Health Professional Staff are hereby approved: 
 

Initial Appointments-Medical Staff 
AGBOR, Michael, CRNA .......................................................................................... CRNA 
ALEXANDER, Ann-Marie, PA ......................... Emergency Medicine/Physician Assistant 
   Supervising Physician: Joseph Watkins, MD 
ARNOLD, Maeghan, CNP ............................................ Neurosciences/Adult-Gero AC NP 
   Collaborating Physician: Rohit Dhall, MD 
BAUER, Thurston, MD ................................. Cardiovascular/Thoracic & Cardiac Surgery 
BEASLEY, Rodney, MD ......................................... Neurosciences/Critical Care Medicine 
BERGER, Ines, MD ........................................................................................Pain Medicine 
CALAWAY, Shalyn, CNM ........................... Womens & Infants/Certified Nurse Midwife 
   Collaborative Physician: Nirvana Manning, MD 
CARLISLE, David, CRNA ......................................................................................... CRNA 
CHARTON, Heidi, CRNA ......................................................................................... CRNA 
COOPER, Kasa, MD .......................................... Surgical Specialties/Orthopaedic Surgery 
CRONE, Robert, MD .................................................................................... Anesthesiology 
DANIEL, Lindsay, CRNA .......................................................................................... CRNA 
EFENDIZADE, Aslan, DO ................................................................. Diagnostic Radiology 
HANKINS, Shannon, CNP .................................... Surgical Specialties/Adult Gero AC NP 
   Collaborative Physician: Timothy Langford, MD 
HARIDAS, Aaroop, MD ............................................. Integrated Medicine/Rheumatology 
HILL, Jeffrey, MD .................................................... Musculoskeletal/Orthopaedic Surgery 
HILL, Steven, CRNA .................................................................................................. CRNA 
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SOLVERSON, Matthew MD .......................................................... Cancer Otolaryngology 
   Reappointing to Reinstate 
ST. CLAIR, Kevin, MD ........................... Integrated Medicine/Micrographic Dermatology 
TELLEZ-AVILA, Felix, MD ................................... Surgical Specialties/Gastroenterology 
WOLTER, Keith, MD .................................................. Surgical Specialties/Plastic Surgery 
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THALKEN, Gregory, MD .................................................................. Diagnostic Radiology 
THOMSON, Matthew, MD .................................... Interventional & Diagnostic Radiology 
YAMAMOTO, Shota, MD  ................................................................ Diagnostic Radiology 
YUH, Theresa, MD ............................................................................. Diagnostic Radiology 
 

Initial Appointments-Affiliated Health 
BULL, Chelsey, PhD ........................................................... Behavioral Health/Psychology 
   Sponsoring Physician: Christopher Cargile, MD 
KRAUSS, Whitney, RDA ........................ 
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Reappointments-Regional Staff 
CHALUPKA, Stacie, LCSW ........................... Behavioral Health/Licensed Social Worker 
COX, Wesley, MD .................................................... Musculoskeletal/Orthopaedic Surgery 
GIARDINA, Pamela, LCSW ........................... Behavioral Health/Licensed Social Worker 
GILLIS, Lindsey, SLP .............................................................Speech-Language Pathology 
MCNAMARA, Timothy, MD .......... 
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GREER, Jordan, MD .......................................... Surgical Specialties/Surgical Critical Care 
   Requesting to add Critical Care Privileges 
GUDZ, Oleksiy, MD ................................................. Surgical Specialties/Vascular Surgery 
   Requesting to add Management of Benign and Malignant Small and Large Bowel 

Conditions Privileges 
HALAL, Ahmed, MD .................................... Cardiovascular/Thoracic & Cardiac Surgery 
   Requesting to add TAVR Privileges 
KALKWARF, Kyle, MD ................................... Surgical Specialties/Surgical Critical Care 
   Requesting to add Critical Care Privileges 
g to add Critical Care Privileges  
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appointed to the Board of Visitors of the University of Arkansas at Monticello for four-
year terms expiring December 31, 2027. 
 

1.4 Approval of Appointment of Rebecca Shiver to the UAM College of Technology – 
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1.8 Approval of the Granting of Emeritus Status, UASYS: 
 

Upon motion of Trustee Dickey and second by Trustee Crass, the Board approved the 
following individuals to receive emeritus status: 
 
 Emeritus Resolution for Dr. Dennis W. Brewer, UAF 
WHEREAS, Dr. Dennis W. Brewer, Professor of Mathematical Sciences in the 
J. William Fulbright College of Arts and Sciences, University of Arkansas, 
Fayetteville, retired May 31, 2023; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Brewer earned a B.A. in mathematics from the Sterling College, and 
an M.S. and Ph.D. in mathematics from the University of Wisconsin; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Brewer joined the University of Arkansas in 1975 as an Assistant 
Professor, was promoted to Associate Professor in 1982, and promoted to Professor in 
1990; and   
  
WHEREAS, Dr. Brewer enjoyed an impressive career in the field of mathematics, 
spent 48 years teaching and conducting research in the University setting, and 
provided service to the Department, University and his profession; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Brewer served as Chair of the Department of Computer Science, 
Associate Head of the Department of Computer Science and Computer Engineering, 
Associate Vice Provost for Research and Economic Development, Director of 
Research and Sponsored Programs, Associate Vice Chancellor for Information 
Technology and Director of Information Technology Services, and Vice Chair of the 
Department of Mathematical Sciences; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Brewer is a respected colleague and a beloved teacher held in the 
highest regard by his peers and students; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF 
THE UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS THAT the Board bestows upon Dr. Brewer the 
title of Professor Emeritus of Mathematical Sciences, effective November 15, 2023, 
and grants him certain rights and privileges as extended to emeritus faculty by the 
Fayetteville campus and the University of Arkansas System. 
 
FURTHERMORE, the Board directs that this resolution shall be spread upon the 
minutes of this meeting, and a copy shall be provided to Dr. Brewer. 
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Emeritus Resolution for Dr. William Etges, UAF 
WHEREAS, Dr. William Etges, Professor of Biological Sciences in the J. William 
Fulbright College of Arts and Sciences, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, retired 
June 30, 2023; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Etges joined the University of Arkansas faculty in 1987 as an 
Assistant Professor and was promoted to Associate Professor in 1993 and Professor in 
2002; and  
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Etges holds a B.S. from North Carolina State University, an M.S. 
degree from the University of Georgia, and a Ph.D. from the University of Rochester; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Etges also held Visiting Fellow appointments at Cambridge 
University and Wolfson College; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Etges gave 36 years of service to the University and taught a wide 
variety of undergraduate and graduate courses including Evolutionary Biology, Field 
Biology, and Principles of Evolution; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Etges has been honored as a University of Arkansas Outstanding 
Mentor, received over $2.5 million in research awards, served as an Academic and 
Associate Editor for peer-reviewed journals, authored one book and over 83 peer-
reviewed articles, and presented at 35 invited seminars and 19 invited symposia and 
meetings; and  
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Etges is a respected colleague and a successful teacher to many 
undergraduate and graduate students; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF 
THE UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS THAT the Board bestows upon Dr. William 
Etges the title of Professor Emeritus of Biological Sciences, effective November 15, 
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WHEREAS, Dr. Mains gave 36 years of service to the university and taught a wide variety 
of undergraduate and graduate courses in Flute Performance, Chamber Music, Woodwind 
Quintet, Marching Band, and University Perspectives; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Mains has been honored with numerous teaching awards and research 
awards, including the designation of Master Teacher by the J. William Fulbright College 
of Arts and Sciences and the University of Arkansas Alumni Award for Teaching, served 
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in development, and nutritional and obesity influences on cancer biology; and has 
mentored/co-mentored greater than 130 postdoctoral fellows, graduate students, 
undergraduates, faculty members, and staff; and his laboratory’s work has resulted in 
166 publications, book chapters and proceedings, and which have been highly cited by 
others; and   
 
WHEREAS, Frank A. Simmen, Ph.D., is recognized locally, nationally, and 
internationally in the specialties of Endocrinology, Cancer Biology, and Nutritional 
Physiology; and 
 
WHEREAS, Frank A. Simmen, Ph.D., has served the Department of Physiology and 
Cell Biology and the University as a member or chair of numerous campus committees 
including Director of the Cellular Physiology and Molecular Biophysics Graduate 
Program, founding Director of the Cell Biology and Physiology Track of the GPIBS 
Program, member of the UAMS Graduate Council, founding co-director/co-organizer 
of the GI & Nutrition Module for second year medical students, chair or member of 
various faculty search committees, and many other educational and administrative 
activities; and 
 
WHEREAS, Frank A. Simmen, Ph.D., has shown the highest integrity and leadership, 
and his continued support and constant vigilance of quality has improved the status of 
the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences and the education of medical and 
graduate students; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF 
THE UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS THAT the Board expresses its appreciation to 
Professor Frank A. Simmen, Ph.D., for his many contributions to the progress and 
development of the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences and confers upon him 
the title of Professor Emeritus of the Department of Physiology and Cell Biology 
effective January 1, 2024. The Secretary of the Board is hereby directed to transmit a 
copy of this resolution to Frank A. Simmen, Ph.D., with the Board’s deepest gratitude. 
 
Emeritus Resolution for Dr. Rosalia Simmen, UAMS 
WHEREAS, Professor Rosalia C.M. Simmen, Ph.D., has retired as a member of the 
faculty of the Department of Physiology and Cell Biology at the University of 
Arkansas for Medical Sciences as of January 1, 2024; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Simmen has served the Department of Physiology and Cell Biology 
and the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences with distinction for nearly 22 
years; and 
WHEREAS, Rosalia C.M. Simmen, Ph.D., has contributed significantly in the areas of 
research, graduate education, and medical education; and during her tenure as an 
academic faculty at three different universities for a total of 38 years (UAMS, the 
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University of Florida and The Ohio State University) has lead a productive, 
consistently funded, and nationally and internationally recognized research program on 
women’s reproductive health, infertility, and cancers;  has mentored over 120 students, 
postdoctoral fellows, junior and sabbatical faculty; has authored greater than 190 peer-
reviewed manuscripts and invited book chapters; and has provided leadership and 
service in many professional societies, national and international competitive grant 
review panels, and Editorial Boards; and     
    
WHEREAS, Rosalia C.M. Simmen, Ph.D., is recognized locally, nationally and 
internationally by organizations in the specialties of Molecular Endocrinology, Cancer 
Biology, and Nutrition; and 
 
WHEREAS, Rosalia C.M. Simmen, Ph.D., has served the Department and the 
University as an active member of many campus committees including as Director, 
Cell Biology & Physiology Track, Graduate Program in Interdisciplinary Biomedical 
Sciences; Vice-Chair of Education, the Department of Physiology and Cell Biology; 
UAMS College of Medicine MD/PhD Selection Committee; UAMS Summer 
Undergraduate Research Program Advisory Committee for Maximizing Student 
Diversity; UAMS Distinguished Faculty Scholar/Dean’s Lecture Selection Committee; 
UAMS Graduate Council; and UAMS Women’s Faculty Development Caucus; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Simmen has shown the highest integrity and leadership, and her 
continued support and constant vigilance of quality has continued to improve the 
status of the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences and the education of both 
medical students and graduate students; 
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4:21 p.m. and called on Trustee Dickey to convene the Buildings and Grounds Committee at 
4:27 p.m.  The Board meeting adjourned at 4:54 p.m. until the next morning.  
 
On Thursday, November 16, 2023, Chairman Harriman reconvened the meeting calling on Trustee 
Cox to convene the Agriculture Committee at 8:45 a.m. Chairman Harriman reconvened the regular 
session of the Board at 9:09 a.m. 
 
3. Report on University Hospital-Board of Trustees Joint Committee Meeting Held November 15, 

2023:  
 

Trustee Nelson reported that the University Hospital-Board of Trustees Joint Committee met 
on November 15, 2023, and moved that the actions of the Committee, which included approval 
of the minutes of the meeting held September 14, 2023, be approved by the Board. Upon 
motion of Trustee Nelson and second by Trustee Dickey, the following committee items were 
reported on and approved by the full Board: 
 
3.1 Approval of the Safety Management and Emergency Preparedness Report, UAMS: 

 
Dr. Michelle Krause presented the UAMS Safety Management Report for July through 
September 2023 and the Emergency Preparedness Report from September through 
October 2023.  
 

3.2 Review of the Quality, Experience and Safety Report, UAMS: 
 

Dr. Michelle Krause reviewed the UAMS Quality, Experience and Safety Report 
through November 2023. 

  
3.3 



Board of Trustees Meeting 
November 15-16, 2023 
Page 



Board of Trustees Meeting 
November 15-16, 2023 
Page 22 
 

year ended June 30, 2023, and the Arkansas Legislative Audit Engagement Letter for 
the audit of the University of Arkansas System financial statements for the year ended 
June 30, 2023, were provided to the committee for review. 
 

5. Report on Academic and Student Affairs Committee Meeting Held November 15, 2023:  
 

Chair Fryar reported that the Academic and Student Affairs Committee met on November 15, 
2023.  He moved that the actions of the Committee be approved by the Board; Trustee Eichler 
seconded the motion, and the following resolutions were adopted: 
 

 5.1   Approval to add New Programs, UACCRM: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
ARKANSAS THAT the Board hereby approves the new academic degree proposals 
set forth below: 
 
University of Arkansas Community College at Rich Mountain 
• Technical Certificate in Paramedic 
• Technical Certificate in Automotive/Diesel Mechanics 
• Certificates of Proficiency in Automotive/Diesel Mechanics 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT if enrollment and budget goals have not been 
met upon evaluation of the programs after five years the programs will be 
discontinued. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the President is hereby authorized to submit 
these proposals to the Arkansas Division of Higher Education for appropriate action.   

  
 5.2 Approval of Academic Unanimous Consent Agenda: 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
ARKANSAS THAT the Board hereby approves the Academic and Student Affairs 



Board of Trustees Meeting 
November 15-16, 2023 
Page 23 
 



Board of Trustees Meeting 
November 15-16, 2023 
Page 24 
 

 6.1 Approval for Increased Budget for Health, Physical Education, and Recreation (HPER) 
Building Second Floor Renovation Project, UAF: 
 
WHEREAS, in November of 2019, University of Arkansas Fayetteville was authorized 
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to execute such documents and instruments as may be necessary to accomplish the 
Health, Physical Education, and Recreation Building second floor renovation provided 
that such documents and instruments shall be reviewed by the General Counsel. 
  

 6.2 Request for Approval of a Ground Lease Agreement--Tabled, UAMS 
 
 Tabled. 

 
7. Report on Agriculture Committee Meeting Held November 16, 2023 
 
 Trustee Cox reported that the Board received an update on the Farm Bill status from Harrison 

Pittman, Director of the National Agricultural Law Center.  Dr. Deacue Fields was also present 
and announced the hiring of Jeff Edwards as the new Bumpers College Dean and John 
Anderson as the new Cooperative Extension Director.  Upon motion of Trustee Cox and 
second by Trustee Fryar, the report was accepted. 
   

8. Campus Report: Dr. Terisa Riley, Chancellor, UAFS: 
 

Chancellor Terisa Riley provided Trustees with a campus update explaining how the 
University’s recently approved strategic plan is advancing its students’ social mobility and 
the growth and prosperity of Arkansas and the River Valley region. 
 
Using the plan’s four strategic pillars as her foundation, Chancellor Riley delivered a 
detailed campus update on the university’s incoming class, robust academic support 
services, undergraduate research opportunities, community engagement initiatives through 
the UAFS Center for Economic Development, outreach efforts to local grade schools by 
student-athletes, and institutional efficiencies realized through realignment and updated 
budgeting process to tie financial resources more effectively to strategic goals. 
 
During her update, Chancellor Riley announced the creation of the Doug and Kathy Babb 
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• UACCB and UA-Rich Mountain were recently named in the top 150 colleges out of more 
than 1,000
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11. Approval of Strategic Plan, UA-PTC: 
 
 Chancellor Summer DeProw, University of Arkansas – Pulaski Technical College, 

presented a request for approval of UA-PTC’s 2023-2026 Strategic Plan.  Upon motion of 
Trustee Dickey and second by Trustee Todd, the following resolution was approved: 

 
 WHEREAS, the University of Arkansas – Pulaski Technical College has developed a new 

2023-2026 Strategic Plan in keeping with its consistent mission statement, set out below, 
that includes revised vision and value statements; 

 
Mission Statement 

The University of Arkansas – Pulaski Technical College provides access to high-
quality education that promotes student learning and enables individuals to develop 
to their fullest potential. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 

UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS THAT the 2023-2026 Strategic Plan for the University of 
Arkansas – Pulaski Technical College is hereby approved as presented. 

 
12. President’s Report of Police Authority Granted: 
 

 Since the President’s Report to the Board on September 14-15, 2023, police authority was 
granted to part-time Officer Steevan Novero at UALR, Officer Randy Bateman at UAMS, 
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